DISGRACE   ABOUNDING

ment in Zagreb. The Belgrade Unionists always reply that this
would mean changing King Alexander's Unionist Constitution,
and that the only man who can do that will be the new king, young
Peter, when he comes of age. They really mean that, in their
opinion, the state can only be held together by firm rule from Serb,
Nationalist, Orthodox Belgrade, and that they are not going to
weaken It.

In Belgrade, arrayed against Matchek and his Groats, you have
at the head of the Government Milan Stoyadinovitch, the con-
fidant of Prince Regent Paul, who in his turn is the executor of
King Alexander's strong-hand unionist policy. Minister of the
Interior, Milan Achimovitch, was formerly Police ChieT of Bel-
grade, so that the police may be counted on to rule the country
with a firm hand. Also in the Government is Mehmed Spaho,
portly and red-fezzed, the prosperous modern representative of the
simple Mohammedans, who mostly live in Bosnia. Until recently
the Minister of the Interior was also the representative of Slovenia,
Anton Koroshetz, a stout clerical politician, Habsburg-bred, who
was to Slovenia what Seipe!, Dollfuss and Schuschnigg were to
Austria, Briining to Germany, HIinka to Slovakia* When
Austria was annexed he expressed loud-voiced fears for his
Slovenia, which lies on the Austrian border and has many Ger-.
mans and some German towns; and these misgivings, which did
not accord with the complete confidence that Belgrade expresses
in Berlin, may explain why he was dropped.

Thus the Government is a Serb-SIovene-Mohammcdan ring to
contain the fourth major element in the State, the disgruntled
Croats. Or it would be if Stoyadinovitch represented Serbia, But
there's the rub. Stoyadinovitch is a man of giant physique, iron
nerve, keen brain; he has been to America, knows the western
world, knows his Germans and Italians too* But he is no orator,
is little known to the masses, is detested by the politicians in Bel-
grade because he has been in office and they out of office too long*
and he is pursuing a policy which, in view of the weakness of
France and England, is the only one for Yugoslavia but which
strikes no responsive note in the mind of the people.